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Robert Adam
England, like France, was inspired by the excavations at Pompeii.
As previously noted, it was the architect Robert Adam (1728-
1792) who brought the Classic revival to England and who eventu-
ally became the king's architect. He had made a careful study
of the ancient buildings in Italy, fully appreciating their beauty
and their adaptability to contemporary usage. His brothers,
James, John, and William, were associated with him in architec-
tural work, their trade mark being the Adelphi (brothers).
The Adam brothers realized keenly that Baroque furniture was
unsuitable for Neo-Classic backgrounds, and therefore they de-
signed all the furnishings for the houses that they built. This
furniture was fine, graceful, and delicate to the point of fragility.
See page 475. The contours were straight, although curves occa-
sionally appeared in such articles as chairs and consoles. The
Adam brothers did not actually make this furniture, however, but
engaged others to do it. Thus they gave impetus to as notable
a group of furniture makers as the world has known, among them
Hepplewhite and Sheraton.
George Hepplewhite
"To unite elegance and utility, and blend the useful with the
agreeable" was the aim of the Hepplewhite shop as stated in its
catalog, The Cabinet-Maker and Upholsterer's Guide, published
in 1788, two years after Hepplewhite's death. This aim was
achieved in most of the furniture that Hepplewhite designed, for
it was generally excellent in contour and decoration, as well as
original in conception. At different periods he worked for Adam
and others, copied French styles, and originated his own designs.
During Hepplewhite's time mahogany was still used to a great
extent in making furniture; but the delicacy of Neo-Classic designs
made lighter-colored wood desirable, so satinwood, chestnut, and
sycamore were also employed in their natural colors. Beautiful
veneers or inlays of colored wood were also in fashion* Some-
times panels painted by Angelica Kaufman or Wedgwood medal-
Jions were used tc> decorate furniture* Painted pieces were usu-
ally finished in light colors or gilt and decorated with floral motifs.

